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Ritam Gupta

Assistant Professor,
Department of English,
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College,
University of Delhi.

In the midst of the sirens and the fires,

you slowed down the pace with your calming presence
being absent.

You left and just as | ask "Do | deserve myself?"
Just as | question my field, my art and my purpose
Just as | fear losing language

Just as | see the future chasing me,

I also promise:

to smile because you always said

"Khush raho" in reply to my

"Namaste",

to feel more,

to live you,

everyday.

I don't miss you

because you gave and loved enough for it to last in this life.

Bionote:

Ritam Gupta is an assistant professor in the department of English, Shaheed Bhagat
Singh College, University of Delhi. She is currently pursuing Ph.D. at the Department of
English, University of Delhi where she also did her post-graduation in English Literature. She is
a resident of Delhi. Her areas of interest include self-help literature, Hindu Studies, Korean
literature, Indian classical dance forms, and singlehood, among others. A trained Bharatanatyam
dancer, she likes to dance, draw and bake in her free time.
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