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Yesterday was a Labourer and Today is a Preacher 

Which is worthwhile? 

 

G.H. Abeyweera 
Head/ Department of Management Sciences  

UvaWellassa University of Sri Lanka 
Passara Road, Badulla 

Sri Lanka 
 

 

Sometimes back he was a labourer, 

Carrying green leaves to a factory 

Two miles exactly away from his home 

To earn his family’s daily living. 

 

Continued to do it for several years, 

Until he was selected to a varsity 

Where he opted to study the language of the Whiteman 

Under the supervision of a Black Englishman 

Renowned and an erudite, 

Second to none. 

 

He continued to work hard and even much harder 

Till he too becomes a renowned at the least locally, 

And he could succeed at managing the language  

Of the Whiteman at the least, 

Though not par with his Black Englishman, 
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The idol of this poor yet persistent learner.  

 

Today he show his happy tears 

For he was one of the preachers 

Or a Guest Speaker 

At the District Plantation Association,  

Where all the effluent planters gathered 

For their first general assembly  

For 2015 

The Guest Speaker was the One,  

Who once was a labourer 

To carry out green leaves to a factory, 

Two miles exactly away from his home.   

 

This speaker, who was once a labourer, 

Now is a Preacher, not just a Preacher, 

But a senior preacher, 

Who runs a Department that does not come 

Under his scope of disciplines. 

 

To come through his mill of life, 

His teacher, the Black Englishman 

Principled and forthright who was second to none 

Was often behind this poor laborer 

And this laborer, now being a preacher.  
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Hats off to his guru for all what he gave  

The perseverance and commitment 

Not just to be a preacher but to be a recognized  

Preacher.  

 

Yesterday was a ladder, 

For him to climb, and reach the pinnacle  

Of his caliber and to be a Preacher in today’s world.  
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