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  The scene of post-Independence Indian drama bears witness to quite a few successful 
playwrights who have all been popular, indicating in different ways the new era of the English 
theatre. Among them, the pride of place naturally goes to Girish Karnad, the actor, director, and 
the bilingual dramatist who has carved a niche for himself. “The Plays of Girish Karnad- A 
Study in Myths and Gender” by Abhishek Kosta published by Atlantic Publishers Delhi, is 
about gender perspective exploring the female psyche. Kosta gives an in-depth insight into the 
theories of myth and folklore and application of these theories to Karnad’s major works. It is an 
original work discussing the works of Girish Karnad from a gender view point. Abhishek Kosta 
has made an analytical evaluation of Karnad’s plays. 
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 Set in six chapters, Kosta’s book examines very closely Karnad’s use of archetypes and 
earliest myths, national and regional folk myths, ancient, medieval and modern history, and 
contemporary events. In other words, India's cultural heritage, religious beliefs, customs, and 
social values are all subjected to close scrutiny in this comprehensive study. The first chapter 
deals with Karnad’s life and early influences, works and honours. The chapter on Myth provides 
the theories and the sources of theories. Kosta has described in detail the rational theory, 
functional myth theory, the structural and psychological myth theory in detail. In the early 
chapters, Kosta implicitly draws parallels between theories of gender with which readers may be 
more familiar. He argues the gender issues in the present scenario. The work gives definitions 
and theories in relation to feminism; gender as a research tool, as a strategy within research; 
radical feminism, patriarchal theory, pro feminism, liberal feminism, cultural feminism and 
liberal feminism, socialist feminism, Marxist feminism, and existential feminism. Kosta cites 
writers like Mary Wollstonecraft, Elaine Showwalter, Virginia Woolf, Simone de Beauvoir, 
Judith Butler, Kate Millet, Helene Cixous and Alice Walker. Kosta has analysed the major plays 
of Karnad including Yayati, Hayavadana, Nagamandala and the Fire and the Rain. He analyses 
how Karnad draws from such rich sources, profusely available in some of our regional and 
Sanskrit classics, and casts them into the plays. 

 The conclusion given by Kosta establishes Karnad as a dramatist with a creative skill 
giving a work a fullness and unity resulting in the works of art. He moulds the myth in a manner 
that justifies the existence of women as independent beings. Kosta is at his best when he presents 
the reader with his detailed description on Karnad’s adding novelty to the ancient myths. That’s 
the premise that Kosta sets out to prove in this effort. The arguments about the myth and gender 
are interesting. Kosta has aptly given the myth and theories of gender as promised in the subtitle 
of his book. Kosta explains his book in Preface and in the Introduction; an exhaustive 
Bibliography and Index adds to the knowledge of the reader and students. 

 The book has strong descriptions that strike with such force that we want to go back and 
read them over again. In the book Kosta explores the myths and gender issues through the eyes 
of an objective individual. No doubt the book will be a great guide to the students and teachers of 
Indian English Drama to have an in-depth knowledge of Girish Karnad. Kosta’s book offers an 
all-inclusive treatment of Karnad's work. More or less every feature of the plays is examined 
minutely, drawing support from all the analysis and research available so far on the subject. It 
has a comprehensive bibliography that is complete and up-to-date. The book is certainly a 
perfect guide to a study of Karnad and his works with all the information in detail. The only real 
disappointment with “The Plays of Girish Karnad” is that there isn't more of it. 
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