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Abstract: 
 Many scholars and researchers believe that Chetan Bhagat's fiction is exciting 
to the reader as it is easily understood and readily accessible to the public. As a 
reader, I am really impressed with Bhagat's concerns about globalization, changing 
urban realities, Socio-Economical, Political and technological changes in India.  
 This paper sheds light on Bhagat's presentation of Metro Generation in India. 
The young generation shown in Bhagat's fictional world possesses a sense of 
competition, at the same time very ambitious and wants to do everything that is 
possible to climb up the career ladder as high as possible. Along with being 
competitive, extra ambitious and techno-savvy, they are trendy as well. It is true that 
growing awareness of technology and the use of it have definitely exposed India to a 
new environment. This change has come about due to strong wish of youths to 
participate in the technological revolution that is going on all around the world. In 
Bhagat's fictions the attitudes of youth towards love, marriage, and sex is practical 
and at times very casual. Bhagat through his fictions portray the fast growing cities 
and urban zones along with all the global factors, affecting the life, experience, 
dreams, and attitudes of todays youth. Urban milieu is the main concern of Chetan 
Bhagat. 
Keyword: Perversion, Technocrats, Unravel, Metro Generation, Techno- Savvy. 
 
Introduction: 
 Chetan Bhagat, born 22 April 1974, is an Indian author, Columnist, and 
motivational speaker. Bhagat is the author of five blockbuster novels and one non-
fictional work. Five Points Someone (2004), One Night @ the Call Center (2005), 
The 3 Mistakes of My Life (2008), 2 States (2009) and Revolution 2020 (2011) and 
recently a non-fictional work What Young India Wants. 
 Chetan Bhagat's books have remained best sellers since their release, and 
have been adopted into major Bollywood films. The issues that we feel our own are 
reflected in his writing. Youth is the important section of the society who is suppose 
to build the nation. The youth of India is aware about corruption and it is seen in the 
novel Revolution 2020. New generation wants to change India. Bhagat's fictions 
seem real life story and it unravels the mind of the contemporary youth. The secular 
and broadmindedness of Indian youth is reflected through his characters. Bhagat's 
focus is on Metro Generation and the changing Scenario of modern India. It is true 

www.the-criterion.com
The Criterion 

An International Journal in English ISSN: 0976-8165

Vol. 5, Issue III June 2014258



that IIT, Delhi and IIM, Ahmadabad helped him to construct a comprehensive idiom 
of the life of youths struggling against the situations that are responsible for 
perversions and sickness. The post-modern elements are abundantly present in 
Bhagat's novels.  
 In his debut novel five Points Someone - What not to do at IIT! the author 
shares his opinion that the book is not a guide on how to live through college but it 
cite examples of how screwed up our college years can get if we don't think straight. 
It is about the adventures of three mechanical engineering students, Harikumar, Ryon 
Oberoi and Alok Gupta, who fail to cope with the grading system of the IIT's. Alok 
joined IIT under the trailing conditions of family and personal life. Therefore, he 
determined to be a 'nine pointer'. Hari finds it difficult to concentrate on his studies. 
Hari develops his relationship with Neha, the daughter of Professor Cherian. She 
becomes a consolation in his life. Prof. Cherian, forced his son to become an 
engineer though he was interested in Law. Due to parental pressure and his own 
interest he committed suicide in depression. Through this incident it seems Bhagat 
tries to convey a message to all the parents to guide their children in career matter 
and not to force their child to take particular faculty. They should have liberty to take 
their own decision, regarding choice of career as a result they would love their work 
and be happy in their life. Ryan was the most intelligent and the most smart of all the 
three boys. He did not perform well in his academic venture but with his lab 
experiment, he earned recognition and money. Five Point Someone is written with a 
lively humour and serious purpose of life. Bhagat constructs those realities of society 
that are the cause of growing depression and the lack of belongings in the life of 
young technocrats. 
 His second novel One Night @ the Call Center is the story of six people: 
Radhika, Priyanka, Esha, Military Uncle, Vroom, and Shyam. All these people work 
at the Connexions Call Center. This novel indicates the anxieties and insecurities of 
the rising Indian middleclass. Shyam narrates: 
 I used to work in the website department of an ad agency before  this call 
centre job. However, the ad agency paid horrible  money.... I saved myself by 
joining Connexions, as with money in  your wallet gives you some respect and 
lets you breathe.  Connexions was also the natural choice for me, as Priyanka 
 worked there (One Night @ the Call Center 15). 
 This expression suggests the rootlessness, insecurity and the absence of a 
meaningful existence in the life of these young technocrats working in the Call 
Centers. Esha wants to be a model but to meet her expenditures, for the time being, 
she joins the call centre job. Priyanka criticizes her and declares that she will never 
be able to become a good model. Bhagat seems to be a keen observer of feminine 
psyche. In context of Priyanka's comments about Esha, he declares, "Priyanka's 
geography is crap as well. I think Priyanka is just jealous. All non-hot girls are 
jealous of the hot ones'' (One Night @ the Call Center 20). Esha is very ambitious 
girl and wants to become a model. For this passion she sleeps with a designer who 
promises her to give modeling contract. The designer betrayed her by telling her she 
can't become a model due to her height.  
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 He consoles her by sending some money. Esha feels terribly betrayed and 
tries to suppress the mental pain by inflicting herself with physical pain by purposely 
cutting her skin. It won't be wrong to say that modern generation specially from film 
industry and corporate world is ready to do whatever they can for the sake of their 
passion. There is insecurity and constant pressure on the aspirant of this profession. 
 In Bhagat's fictional world men and women have equal status. Women are 
given their due place and respect. With their own intellect and abilities they are seen 
to be working shoulder to shoulder with men. Even in case of marriages, now girls 
assert their own opinions and choices. In one Night @ The Call Center Priyanka 
declares, "It is my life, and sorry, I can't marry anyone I have only known for five 
weeks." (One Night @ the Call Center 124). Priyanka is a good daughter but in case 
of marriage she makes her own choice. Women earn their own living and make 
career choices. Esha for example to get into modeling left her home and went to 
Delhi to transform her dream into reality. 
 Chetan Bhagat's third novel, The 3 Mistakes of My life explores the lives and 
passions of youths in an emerging metro. Govind, Ishaan, and Omi are best friends 
and protagonists of the story. Ahmedabad city is the locale of the story. Govind 
wants to be a businessman. He is the narrator of this story and the one who makes 
the 'Three Mistakes'. This novel depicts the condition of the aspiring businessman in 
India, failing to pursue economic gains. Bhagat deals with a controversial theme of 
Godhra roits, religious politics and Gujarat earthquake. Govind commits three 
mistakes. Bhagat has presented a good example of secularism. Ishaan hopes to make 
Ali, a national icon like Sachin Tendulkar. He coaches him and even arranges a 
scholarship for him to train at Australian Cricket Academy. Ishaan saves Ali's life 
from mob in Godhra riots. Govind paid Ali's operation bill. Also Bhagat wants to 
give a message that victory and defeat are parts of human life and we should never 
think of suicide.  
 2 States is Bhagat's fourth novel. In this novel he portrays two friends Krish 
and Ananya with different families and culture. They decides to marry but their 
parents oppose them. But in the end both the parents give their consent. Emotions 
and the warmth of personal relationship leads the situation in the direction of 
settlement. After the marriage Ananya's father says, "Yes the Tamilian in me is little 
disappointed. But the Indian in me is quite happy. And more than anything, the 
human being in me is happy. After all, we have decided to use this opportunity to 
create more loved one for ourselves." (2 States 266). Here it seems that Chetan 
Bhagat is giving  the message to the young generation that thoughtful decisions taken 
by them regarding their marriage will definitely receive their parental consent and 
blessings which will make their life happy.     
 Revolution 2020 is Bhagat's fifth novel. It's story is concerned  with a love 
triangle, corruption and a journey of self discovery. Revolution 2020 is the 
exploration of the life and consciousness of two friends; Raghav and Gopal who 
have a common girl friend Aarti. Gopal, mediocre in studies was hailed from a 
middle class family. Raghav is also endowed with rare intelligence and is dedicated 
to his dreams and studies. Raghav secures higher rank and is confident of getting 
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admission in any one of the top NIT. Gopal doesn't succeed and decides to do B.Sc. 
Gopal comes to Kota for coaching.  
 
 
Dr. Beena Agarwal comments : 
 Chetan Bhagat in all his novels establishes the fact that in the post 
information society, the patterns of education with the probable exposure to global 
knowledge is leading the youths of India in the directions of perversions, sex 
obsessions, drug addiction and such attended practices. (120)  
  The story is narrated by Gopal the protagonist of the story and is concerned 
with Gopal's love for Aarti. Initially in the story Gopal and Aarti are intimate friends. 
They are affectionate towards each other. While Gopal wants Aarti to become his 
girl friend. But she refuses him. Gopal comes to kota for coaching. He has a 
consistent longing for the company of Aarti. Aarti and Raghav become close when 
Gopal is in kota, which causes much strain to Gopal and Aarti's friendship. Gopal 
becomes distraught and the novel explores the unrequited love between Gopal and 
Aarti. Bhagat dealt with issues of corruption in this novel. Raghav realises that 
corruption will not continue for long and one day there will be a revolution for 
eradicating the present corrupt practices in society. Revolution 2020, like other 
novels of Bhagat explores the compulsions of the various dimensions of passions. 
Raghav has his own passion, the passion for revolution. Gopal has his passion for 
money and status but his passion for money and status is subordinated to his passion 
for the love for Aarti. Aarti supports Raghav but seeks security for herself in the 
company of Gopal. Her passions remain unfulfilled in the company of Raghav. 
Gopal marry with Aarti. But Aarti leaves Gopal when she sees Gopal in the company 
of hired girls. Gopal is lost both ways. His college 'Ganga Tech' becomes an 
intoxication for him. After the separation from Gopal Aarti joins Raghav. This was 
the worst tragedy of Gopal's life. Gopal cries out, "Get me out of here, I broke down 
completely." Revolution 2020 (293). Here the writer show love is more important in 
human life than his achievements.   
Conclusion : 
 In Chetan Bhagat's fictional world metro generation is in mood to change 
themselves and the world. They are in hurry to become rich by finding various 
shortcuts. Bhagat expresses his concern for the depression and sickness growing fast 
in the minds of young ambitious technocrats. Also Bhagat exposes the clash of 
ideologies in cross cultural marriages. Bhagat asserts that corruption has weakened 
our system, which is very dangerous for our nation. The fictional art of Chetan 
Bhagat has become a class in itself and it has given a new direction to the stream of 
Indian English fiction.  
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