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Till the End of Her Subsistence is Shalini's maiden effort in the realm of poetry which deals 
with several themes on love, feminism, gender equality, diaspora, realism and surrealism etc. 
It is divided into five sections. Section one and two are related to love-relationships. The poet 
keeps swaying from the real world to surreal world. The lines mesmerise and makes one feel 
the depth of love in her poems. It is a nifty stroke by Shalini to organize the lyrics in an 
ascending order, starting low and enticing the readers steadily higher.  
 The first section, ‘Love: The Craze’  set our eyes on some fascinating and remarkable 
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compositions on love, passion and dreams. The collection begins with a lovely poem One 
Adolescent Desire of My Heart in which the poet depicts the hearty yearning of an adolescent 
lass who watches her lover in front of her but doesn't have courage to speak her heart in front 
of him. She goes back in past memories and expresses her craze and feelings so nicely with 
poetic delineation recounting her teenage days to the present- 
 
Yesterday night I took a pen and paper 
     Went all-out to recollect and gather.... 
Initiating from foe to crush  
     What kind of touching rush...... 
Caused to flow emotions in violent aquatic 
     Day by day I became more pathetic... (Page no.12-13) 
 
In the poem, The Desert Rose, the poet gives a beautiful description of desert rose by using 
phrases- 'pink graceful', 'yellow joyful', 'lavender enchanting', 'orange fascinating', 'white 
innocent and pure', and 'red lovely and passionate' which seems so refreshing and enticing to 
one's heart. Moreover she rhythmically elaborates the qualities of a desert rose by such 
words- 'obstinate cove', 'barren lands', 'fiery heat', 'exotic flower', 'fresh morning dew', 'bare 
feet' and ‘love triumphant' which she offers to her lover. The poet has compared her love and 
affection with desert rose as it stands firmly in all adverse conditions- 
 
Loveliest of all things 
    Victor in all kings 
Roses in boondocks 
    To my shocks  
They touch my essence 
    With their presence........ 
The most elegant 
     Like a love triumphant 
That flourished 
     Furthermore nourished 
In the wasteland 
    Treasured in my hand 
It’s a flower of love 
    Like an obstinate cove 
Firmly stands   
    In the barren lands... (Page no.  15-16) 
 
In the poem, Dreamer, the poet has created a mystic world around her dreaming about her 
lover and she poses questions- 
 
An unrealistic dreamer I am 
As I feel you deep inside  
In the spaces in my heart 
Nobody could have ever reached 
And I dream a thousand dreams.... 
Perplexity permeates 
All in my head 
I feel as if I am 
A lost ball in the high weeds 
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And I pose a question to myself 
Is it an ever-present realm of fantasy 
Or a pervasive illusion of reality...? (Page no. 20) 
 
We then begin -over the course of few pages – an upstream journey of consummate love 
where section two ‘Love: An Ultimate Feel’ encircles passionate love, romance, anguish, 
betrayal and strong relationship. In the poem That was another Christmas Eve, with phrases 
like 'hours of darkness', 'juncture of carousing', 'all and sundry partying' poet creates festive 
ambience and she tells us that Santa bestowed her with the best gift of her companion who 
has stood with her throughout life- 
 
That was another Christmas Eve 
Befell incredibly emotive 
Those were hours of darkness 
 And instantaneous cheeriness 
Juncture of carousing 
All and sundry partying... 
Santa bestowed me with the best 
As I received my bequest 
In the contour of other half 
United as better half ... (Page no. 26) 
 
Section three ‘Stratagem of Survivors’ is on how to deal with the problems and nostalgic 
feelings of people staying in foreign lands and how they struggle within and outside to 
survive and create their identity. Two kinds of world or arenas are represented where the 
former is customary and another one is contemporary. This section deals with the sense of 
dislocation and estrangement in the people who wander between two spaces to create their 
identity. In the poem Survivor, she expresses it noticeably: 
 
My identity disperses 
From one periphery to another 
Sensitized estrangement  
Distancing hostility .... 
I shuttle between both 
Which are two different shelves of me.... 
From hyphenated  
To un-hyphenated identity.... 
The sense of impermanence  
Makes me a diasporic within... (Page no. 42-43) 
 
In the poem, The Journey of My Life, the poet tries to explain the readers the strategies of 
survival by keeping 'patience and tremendous hopes' (page no. 41) while staying in a foreign 
land as sometimes 'psychological anxieties and challenges/ difficult for acceptance; befitting 
annoyance' (page no. 41) and shares her personal experiences with poetic drive in these lines-  
 
The sense of difference and dislocation 
Wrought by me as an outsider 
Dissociations that are pacified sometimes 
By the inexhaustible efforts of me..... 
From ignorance to the world of words 
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Sometimes I set out on research for..... 
And prove myself efficaciously survivable 
To continue the journey of my life.... (page no. 41) 
 
Section four ‘Unheard: The Suppressed Voices’ discourses about the discrimination of 
suppressed voices like Women, Disabled, Transgender and Segregated people due to racism 
and sexism who struggle for equality and their civic rights in their surroundings. This 
section’s content is socially and emotionally charged and some of the poems like Segregated, 
Epochal Change, Mission, Enflamed Women, Remainder without Selfhood and Unheard can 
be targeted for the general public to make them aware of issues currently going on. In the 
poem Mission, the poet has drawn our attention towards how innocent people are killed 
everywhere- 
A normal human being 
Demolished every time 
In the dust of explosives.... 
Humanity died 
Probity nullified 
Ethics mortified... 
Immorality prevailed 
Brutality conquered 
Vicious celebrated 
Target achieved 
Mission accomplished..... (Page no. 49) 
 
In Epochal Change, the poet has projected a need of change in the world as everywhere 
revolutions are traced ‘either in the technological milieu/ or in the statistics of uprising’ (page 
no. 48) and has shown her awareness and concern by these lines: 
 
The journey of global indignados 
From the Spanish jobless graduates 
To Libyan feminist activists 
From Egyptian and Tunisian revolutionaries 
To Irish and Indian protesters 
Moreover Strikers of “One Billion Rising”  
These are eye-openers for the entire.... 
For the epochal change in the communities 
To meet up individual civil rights.... (Page no. 48) 
 
Section five ‘Random Choices’ is a random collection of several themes and appealing 
subjects like shadow, moments, fillip, mother-daughter relationship and cherished memories 
of past etc. Some of her poems are highly autobiographical in nature where her personal 
feelings and experiences are evenly poised. In the last poem, My Darling Grandmother, the 
poet talks about her personal loss of her grandmother. By dealing with her grandmother's 
memories, she laments: 
Precious 
Those childhood memories of her 
Which no wealth can purchase now. 
It’s only been a few hours 
Since she has passed away 
But I have shed a million tears till now... 
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I wish I could give up  
Every single penny I have… 
To hug her once again…. (Page no. 63-64) 
 
In the title poem ‘Till the End of Her Subsistence’ the poet sings of the assurance a person 
needs till the end of her subsistence. A part of the poem explores the idea:  
She tries to enlighten her man that beauty is transitory  
And physical attraction is misleading and illusory  
She looks to him for all-encompassing security..... 
What she urges, is to value her virtuosity and chastity  
And wishes his assurance to be with her... (Page no.40) 
 
The altitude and purity of the poems like Angel and Devil, Kinship and Ultimate Desire can 
make a person feel sometime ecstatic sometimes heart-rending. Her words and intent are 
pure. She is a poet who bears the talent to put her thoughts and impressions across in a way 
that she would create a visual kaleidoscope in the mind of the reader. It seems her flair for 
writing is god gifted. Her memories, moments, and reminiscences have been rich resources in 
chiselling out her thoughts encrypted and decorated with great imagery.  
Shalini’s position can be stabilized more as a feminist by the poems like Self, Survivor, We 
Move Ahead to take on the World, Enflamed Woman and The Journey of My Life etc. Because 
of the critical position of women in the male dominated society, she tries to trigger off 
women to protest against brutality for their rights as they play influential roles 
‘conventionally in domestic sphere/ distinctly perceived in public sphere’ (page no. 44). 
These poems are a step towards a brave new world where we see a woman questioning the 
accepted norms and acquiring a defiant attitude towards them. We witness the development 
of feminist sensibility, mobilisation, self-reliance and a search for a liberated self. Her words 
are driven by her unwavering values, her self-worth, and her hope for the future. A stirring 
original piece of poetry, it presents a true insight of a person.                                          
Shalini’s anthology of poems ‘Till the End of Her Subsistence’ is a sublime depiction of her 
continuing journey which will unquestionably touch the readers' sentiments intensely and 
triumph their approbation. 
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