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Abstract: 

The major movements of Socialism, Communism and Capitalism have been driving forces in the 
20th century world scenario. Various writers have depicted societies and individuals in the light 
of these isms and tried to show the relative position of the individual caught up in this struggle. 
Sometimes countries with colonial histories have been radically affected by these movements in 
the course of their struggle for freedom. Issues of poverty, racism and violence, both  personal as 
well as state-engineered violence have molded the pages of literary works. Socialism, Capitalism 
or Anarchism may have triggered multiple histories at particular points of time, but they have 
been continuously evaluated, discussed and re-evaluated through the medium of fiction, and 
literature at large. This paper focuses on George Orwell’s Animal Farm and William Golding’s 
Lord of the Flies vis-à-vis other fictional works which are contentious sites of ideologies in 
conflict and in action.                                                        (words: 148) 
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The thesis of the paper is as follows: 

The function of literature as a catalyst for social reform and as an effective mass media has often 
been acknowledged. Its domain is therefore not simply confined to entertainment, either on 
moralistic, ethical or supra-mundane grounds but also to envision a possibility of change, not so 
much in society as in people’s minds. One reads literature and is easily made aware of political 
ideologies, philosophic or cultural dogmas, which could not have been easily read, had they 
existed as tracts or documents. As a result, literature with a socially committed purpose continues 
to enjoy readership long after a particular social, political or cultural era has had its heyday. The 
major movements of Socialism, Communism and Capitalism have been driving forces in the 20th 
century world scenario. Various writers have tried to depict societies and individuals in the light 
of these isms and also tried to show the relative position of individuals caught up in this struggle. 
That is not to suggest that literary writers have been mouthpieces for particular forms of 
government or borne allegiances to such movements so as to propagate them through their 
writings. In fact often it has been so noticed that government policies in many countries changed 
radically with pressures from popular mass demands, which in turn were maneuvered by the 
inspirations of thinkers and writers alike. Socialism, Capitalism or Anarchism for instance may 
have triggered multiple histories at particular points of time, but they have been continuously 
evaluated, discussed and re-evaluated through the medium of fiction, and literature at large. 
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The focus of this paper is providing a general overview of a few important and representative 
works that explicitly or implicitly question the dominant status quo through the genre of fiction 
and thereby tracing the major political movements that have set in motion important socio-
cultural and economic paradigms in societies. Communism or Socialism as a socio-economic 
system or movement developed in modern times with the publication of The Communist 
Manifesto by the German socialist Karl Marx along with Frederick Engels. The authors 
explained that Communism would develop from Socialism after a revolutionary war or struggle 
between the upper classes or bourgeoisie and the working class or the proletariat. Marx’s 
ideology spread rapidly throughout Europe, but during and after the Russian revolution of 1917 
it split into several factions, notably Marxism and Leninism. Communist groups also asserted 
themselves in England and the U.S. and many writers influenced by this wrote against 
Capitalism advocating Communism. During the nineteenth century the Socialist movement had 
become so powerful throughout Europe and England that playwrights such as G.B. Shaw were 
instrumental in creating the Fabian society. The Fabian societyi created a more democratic 
version of Socialism, arguing that eminent men of letters and sciences should control production 
and property instead of politicians. During the twentieth century the difference between British 
and Soviet Socialism grew more pronounced and though Socialism was never a very strong 
influence in the U.S., a few authors such as Edward Bellamyii, Jack Londoniii and Upton 
Sinclairiv did promote its doctrines. Writers like Isabell Allendev, Carlos Fuentesvi, Graham 
Greenevii, Milan kunderaviii, Doris Lessingix, Jean Paul Satrex, Sibilla Aleramoxi, William 
Ledererxii and Eugene Burdick discuss Communist preoccupations in their writings, and often 
have characters who profess themselves as Communists. Black American authors like Ralph 
Ellison xiiiand Richard Wrightxiv depict Communism as an unsatisfactory doctrine to combat 
Racism in the U.S. Dorris Lessing’s novel Children of Violence (1952-1969) is one among the 
series of five semi-autobiographical novels, set in Africa and England during the 1930s and 40s 
which explore various facets of racism, feminism, Socialism and anti-Semitism both in Africa 
and in England. 

The struggle of the classes is an important point of consideration in any discussion of Socialism 
or Capitalism and writers like Balzac

xviii, George Bernard Shaw, Edith Warton

xxiiinovel 
Broad and Alien Is The World

xv, Charles Dickens, Galsworthy, Victor Hugoxvi, Henry 
Jamesxvii, Arthur Morrison xix, Emile Zolaxx and Israel 
Zangwill depict the clash between the privileged and the under privileged classes in their 
writings. Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle and Israel Zangwill’s Children of the Ghetto expose 
struggles of poverty and racial discrimination among immigrant communities just as John 
Steinbeck’sxxi The Grapes of Wrath portray hardships of migrant farm-workers. Justice seems to 
be the major concern of social protest authors like Albert Camus, Franz Kafka and Victor Hugo 
who criticize injustice in their country’s legal systems. While some writers like Nuruddin 
Farahxxii, Carlos Fuentes and Milan Kundera  protest political injustice, Ciro Alegria’s 

 depicts both political and legal corruption, and Tilburg Clark’sxxiv 
The Ox- Bow Incident concerns the injustice of a lynch mob. Writers who deal with issues of 
Apartheid, feminism, racism, homosexuality, anti-Semitism and other forms of discrimination, 
particularly those involving labour issues and class structure, are also concerned with injustice. 
Indian English writer Mulk Raj Anand’s novel The Untouchable portrays the evils of a 
hereditary class-system, while Pramoedya Ananta Toer’sxxv The Earth of Mankind was banned in 
Indonesia due to its depiction of concubinage as a profession of inferior social position. Other 
novels depicting class struggle are Theodore Dreiser’sxxvi An American Tragedy, which has as its 
story line a middle class man’s desire to rise in status by marrying an upper-class woman. Castle 

www.the-criterion.com
The Criterion 

An International Journal in English ISSN 0976-8165

Vol. IV. Issue III 
June 2013

2 Editor-In-Chief 
Dr. Vishwanath Bite



Rackrent by Maria Edgeworthxxvii

xxviii
 is about the deplorable misery of peasants as against the 

aristocracy in England and Ivan Turgenev’s  A Sportsman’s Sketches, addresses a similar 
issue in Russia. The Great Depression of the 1930s was a time of severe upheaval and crisis, 
throughout the world. In the U.S. one in every four worker lost his or her job. Stocks decreased 
in value, business from all quarters failed and many affluent people were rendered jobless. One 
of the most famous American novels tracing this catastrophe of the 30s is John Steinbeck’s The 
Grapes of Wrath. 

Time and again literature has tried to portray the individual caught up in the midst of changes, 
unable to decide, yet forced to come to a compromise in a society that has its dominant 
ideologies, myths and dogmas. Keeping this as the basic proposition, this paper examines two 
popular works of fiction-namely William Golding’s Lord of the Flies and George Orwell’s 
Animal Farm; both clearly hint at the relationship between the individual and state machinery. 
Lord of the flies, published in 1954 is Golding’s unsparing critique of political legitimacy and 
democratic power, while being at the same time an un-scathing critique of the concepts of 
anarchism. It is a brilliant piece of fiction exposing the evil potentials which remain innate in 
human nature and which can at any point of time overtake, subsume and devastate the civilized 
man. It is on this premises that the novel portrays a group of schoolboys left marooned on an 
island by sheer ill luck. This island assumes macrocosmic dimensions and left alone, the boys 
can hardly devise a system of administration that can be conducive to survival. Their first 
attempts at working for the general good, in which a conch shell becomes a symbol of order and 
control, is brutally frustrated. A group of vindictive boys like Jack and Roger exploit the other 
boys on the basis of fear and superstition. Anarchy, terrorism and brute malice become watch 
words for Jack and Roger who perpetrate and revel in institutionalized murder and command 
unquestioned obedience to the laws of the Lord of the Flies, a symbolic totem of evil, 
reminiscent of the devil himself. Rational and logical political endeavor is sacrificed at the altar 
of personal greed and gain. As a result Simon the innocent, but highly foresighted individual is 
done to death brutally b y his own mates. Peggy, the boy with intellectual leanings is similarly 
butchered and his glasses, a symbol of technology and scientific logic, are crushed. Ralph the 
protagonist of the novel is the only character who clings desperately to sanity and though he 
participates in the killing of Simon, it leaves him with bitter remorse and an irreparable guilt 
conscience. The novel ends on a ray of hope, the possibility of rescue, but there is the tension of 
unrelieved gloom and pessimism as Ralph has had his realization complete. His tears at the end 
of the novel are due to the epiphanic moments of his life on the island, that have made him fully 
understand human nature, its evil propensities, and for such enlightenment, he has had to pay a 
heavy price. In the symbolic paradigm of the novel, good governance by common consensus 
fails to prevail. Golding shows us how people left to themselves can assume violent levels of 
power and dominance which leads to total anarchy and disintegration, as also violence, death and 
a complete negation of all human virtues in favor of private ends and instinctual drives. In 
describing the meaning of this novel Golding wrote: 

        “The theme is an attempt to trace the defects of society back to the defects of human nature. 
The moral is that the shape of a society must depend on the ethical nature of the individual and 
not on any political system however apparently logical or respectable. The whole book is 
symbolic in nature except the rescue in the end where adult life appears dignified and capable, 
but in reality enmeshed in the same evil as the symbolic life of the children on the island. The 
officer having interrupted a man-hunt prepares to take the children off the island in a cruiser 
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which will presently be hunting its enemy in the same implacable way. And who will rescue the 
adult and the cruiser?”xxix 

George Orwell’s Animal Farm is once again a cautionary tale against Soviet Socialism which the 
author deplored. Orwell was the pseudonym of Eric Arthur Blair, an English novelist and 
essayist whose main forte in his works was political and social oppression. Orwell’s firsthand 
experience of the lives of the underdog and the poor in Burma and England made him a highly 
sensitive writer and he wrote about his experiences in Down and Out in Paris and London 
(1933). His first novel Burmese Days was published the next year. During his stay in Spain, 
Orwell became involved in the Spanish Civil War, first as a reporter and then as a volunteer for 
the Republican militia. In 1938 he published a book about his experiences, Homage to Catalonia 
(1938), which expresses opposition against the Communist oppression and totalitarian 
governments, a theme that was to recur in most of his subsequent works. At one point of time 
Orwell wrote: “I understand more clearly than ever, the negative influence of the soviet myth 
upon the western Socialist movement…. It was of the utmost importance to me that people in 
Western Europe should see the Soviet regime for what it really was.” xxx In Animal Farm Orwell 
depicts the Soviet regime using animal characters that refer to each other as comrades just as 
Soviet Communists usually do. The novel scrupulously mirrors the historical facts of the Russian 
revolution, and thereby shows the evolution and development of Soviet Communism in Russia 
through the medium of an animal fable. It brilliantly traces the rise of Joseph Stalin the ambitious 
dictator, through the character of Napoleon, a Berkshire boar of immeasurable gusto and 
strength. Comrade Napoleon represents the human frailties that upset any ideology, in this case 
although Napoleon was initially a good leader he is overcome by greed and lust for power. This 
is quite in conformity with how Stalin initially an adherent of Socialist principles leaves the 
equation fully after some time to have access to all kinds of luxuries at the cost of common 
peasants who are made to suffer extreme conditions. The novel reflects associations of historical 
facts—Napoleon the boar slaughters other animals mercilessly at the slightest notion of 
disobedience and has his food checked before consuming for fear of getting poisoned, a fact true 
to Stalin himself. By the time the novel comes to its close, Napoleon doesn’t even pretend to 
follow Socialist ideals, he proclaims the farm a republic with his own queer version of 
commandments. These commandments have changed so radically that their original message of 
egalitarianism is lost beyond recovery, and Napoleon quickly becomes a ruthless dictator. All the 
other characters are also allusions to different historical figures. Snowball a white poker 
represents Stalin’s archrival Trotsky. Trotsky like Snowball, who is driven out of the animal 
farm, was exiled to Mexico where he again raised his voice against Stalin. The constant fear of 
Trotsky’s machinations made Stalin to mistrust his own power and as history relates Trotsky was 
murdered in Mexico by the Russian internal police, the NKVD, who directly foreshadow 
Orwell’s KGB—the ferocious dogs used by comrade Napoleon as his bodyguards. Boxer and 
Clover represent the hardworking, passionate and gullible proletariat who can be easily duped 
into believing anything. This lower class is drawn to Napoleon because they believe that the new 
system will benefit them enormously; they also have no taste of good and decent life, so they 
can’t really distinguish whether they were better at the time of the Czars, symbolized by farmer 
Jones, or they are better under the administration of Napoleon.  What matters is their naivety and 
belief in Communism as an ideology. Orwell brings this out wonderfully when he says how their 
most faithful disciples were the two carthorses, Boxer and Clover, who never once thought by 
themselves what was happening except placing an absolute trust on the pigs as their teachers. 
They were so naïve that they believed all that was said to them and passed it over to the other 
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animals by simple arguments. The pigs thus stand for the Communist party loyalists and 
supporters of Stalinist government. The irony lines in the fact that through the pigs Orwell 
exposes the inequity and hypocrisy of Communism and in this regard Marx’s notion of a 
simplistic Communist utopia is badly punctured. Squealer another very vivid character may be 
said to represent media information that held great sway during the Stalinist regime. Propaganda 
was the key to many successes. Moses, Mrs. Jones’ pet Raven allegorizes the doctrines of the 
church. The Bolsheviks had assured the people that after the establishment of a Socialist regime 
the power of the church would be nullified, but Moses appears again and again in the novel to 
propagate the idea of heaven which is quite ironical as the Communists disbelieve concepts of 
God and heaven. However the animals after sometime realize that the idea of equality is as much 
a farce after the revolution as it was before it, and accept their own fate albeit grudgingly. Orwell 
lashes at not only the failed Communist regime but also at the inherent corruption of the church. 
Benjamin the cynical old donkey represents the philosopher’s wisdom; of an unalterable law of 
life. He has no faith or hope in change as the promise of a new life, and therefore suffers from no 
illusions. Old Major, another pure brand of pigs with genuine concern and ideology actually 
mirrors the grand old patriarch Karl Marx. His proposed rebellion which would bring prophetic 
change is proved false when immediately after his death three days later, Napoleon and the pigs 
assume charge of the farm. Few other important symbols are that of the Pinchfield farm, which 
remotely recalls Germany, while the Foxwood farm may have stood for England. Frederick the 
clever dishonest farmer stands for probably Hitler and the farm building could be the Kremlin 
itself. The entire structure of the novel reveals a whole nation—a government of the pigs, a 
police force or army comprising the dogs, a working class people consisting of other animals, 
and state holidays and rituals. In fact the rival farms with opportunist tendencies, makes the 
animal farm an important political entity with abiding political concerns. Orwell very succinctly 
shows how the animal farm transformed to a manor farm towards the end of the novel is actually 
a politically allegorized version of Russia and the Soviet Union under the Communist party rule. 
But more generally Animal Farm shows a human society at stake under any exploitative regime, 
be it Capitalist, Socialist, Fascist or Communist; and this is what makes it both relevant to the 
contemporary situation in which Orwell was writing, as well as a classic dystopian satire on the 
ironies of political governance. 

Capitalism as an economic system of private ownership is dictated by supply and demand which 
maneuvers production and the markets prices. In modern Capitalism however, some degree of 
government control is inevitable so far as price regulation is concerned. It also depends on the 
alacrity and business acumen of companies to borrow capital in order to finance their endeavors. 
In Capitalist countries it is the profits that dictate the continuation of a business enterprise and 
hence competition is intense. Because of trusts and other unfair business practices, Capitalism 
has been the thrust area of criticism, especially in the literature of social protest which also deals 
with poverty and labour issues. Some fiction openly castigate the ill-effects of Capitalism, for 
e.g. The Jungle by Upton Sinclair, Yonnondio: From the thirties, by Tillie Olsenxxxi; Life in the 
Iron Mills by Rebecca Harding Davis; The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck and Little Dorrit 
by Charles Dickens. Some anti-Capitalist novels advocate alternative systems such a s Socialism 
or Communism; novels of such category are Babbit by Sinclair Lewis; The iron Heel by Jack 
London and Looking Backward by Edward Bellamy which gives us the picture of a futuristic 
utopia. Tono Bungay by H.G. Wells is also an indictment of Capitalism, as is Theodore Dreiser’s 
An American Tragedy and Henry Miller’s The Air Conditioned Nightmare, whereas Atlas 
Shrugged by Ayn Rand is a defense of the policies of Capitalism. 
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In Herman Hesse’s novel Steppenwolf (1927) the hero Harry Haller has trouble fitting into a 
bourgeois society. He thinks of his personality as being split into two, one part of him is a man, 
an individual, the other part a wolf. As the novel progresses he struggles to suppress his natural 
urges while understanding how important it is to release them, if only occasionally. But he also 
learns the hard lesson that when this release is uncontrolled, it only results in more disaster, not 
only for him, but also for the society by which he survives. As he goes about his daily life, the 
wolf side of his personality suddenly breaks through the civilized veneer, and he despairs of ever 
being able to control its cruelty. In fact at one point of time life itself seems to have little 
meaning and interest for him: 

                       “ Just as I dress and go out to visit the professor and exchange a few more or less 
insincere compliments with him without really wanting to at all, so it is with the majority of men 
day by day and hour by hour in their daily lives and affairs. Without really wanting to at all, they 
pay calls and carry on conversations, sit out their hours at desks and on office chairs; and it is all 
compulsory, mechanical and against the grain, and it could all be done or left undone just as well 
by machines; and indeed it is this never-ceasing machinery that prevents their being, like me, the 
critics of their own lives and recognizing the stupidity and shallowness, the hopeless tragedy and 
waste of the lives they lead, and the awful ambiguity grinning over it all.”xxxii 

 Suppression of the individual under imperialist regimes is also the subject of Fahrenheit 451 
(1953), a novel by Ray Bradbury, in which independent thought is discouraged and people spend 
most of their time either watching television or speeding on vast highways with great speed, 
which is also a kind of a dangerous pastime. They lead fast uncaring lives in fire-proof metal 
homes and the job of firemen like the protagonist Guy Montag is to burn books. The novel hints 
at the extremities of a society that thrives on individual domination and suppression of reason, in 
favor of complete complacency and obedience to the state machinery. In a similar vein Ken 
Kesey’s novel One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (1962) relates the story of Billy Bibbet who is a 
patient in a mental hospital, controlled by an oppressive female matriarch, a friend of Billy’s 
mother. Both the women are emasculating and treat Billy like a child. He in turn is so much 
afraid that he shudders at the thought of leaving the hospital even though he is sane and not 
mentally unstable as many more inmates are. Finally Billy does gather the strength to flout 
norms, speak up and put his point across, nurse Ratched humiliates him so severely that he 
commits suicide. Billy is the hapless victim of a demeaning and unjust society which once again 
requires the suppression of natural instincts and urges. 

In fact whenever any movement or ism assumes political dimensions, its influence is wholesome 
and widespread because man is first a social animal, besides having political affinities. Therefore 
even a non-conformist has to go through the rigors of government control and diplomacy, 
whatever kind of government that may be. American novelist Ayn Rand’s writings promote 
selfishness; she celebrates the virtues of Capitalism and again and again raises her voice against 
other forms of oppressive governments. Her first novel, We the Living (1936) depicts the 
struggles of a Russian career woman who has to fight against an oppressive government. The 
Fountainhead (1943) addresses issues of creativity and non-conformity, and Atlas Shrugged 
(1957) emphasizes the benefits of Capitalism in furthering the interests of the individual. Graham 
Greene the British novelist in many of his novels has dealt with human corruption and decay in 
contemporary political settings. Many of his novels are set in countries with unstable 
governments, for example one of his most famous novels The Power and the Glory (1940) 
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concerns religious persecution in Mexico under a revolutionary government. The Quiet American 
(1956) has as its setting the strife torn Vietnam in the 1950s, and Our Man in Havana (1958) is 
set in Cuba, just prior to the Communist revolution. 

The 1950s in U.S.A. termed as the McCarthy era was a time when Senator Joseph McCarthyxxxiii 
began a vigorous campaign to expose Communists in the government, whom he believed were 
evil subversives. His accusations included many of the time’s eminent writers, actors, artists and 
public figures who were suspected of being Communists and attacked without trial. Many lost 
their jobs and the anti-Communist hysteria spread throughout the country. Those writers who had 
some social message in their works were more prone to being its victims. Writers like Tillie 
Olsen and Arthur Miller were categorically outraged. Miller protested against the tyranny of 
McCarthyism in his play The Crucible, and Lillian Hellman also experienced McCarthyism and 
wrote the play The Children’s Hour (1936) which was made into a film, first in 1936 and then 
for a second time in 1962. 

The impact of Anarchism on literature and literary works, which has much in common with 
Socialism and Communism in the sense that all three of these oppose Capitalism and class 
structure, may also be considered worthwhile. Anarchism emerged as a social movement with 
the works of William Godwin, an 18

xxxiv

th century political theorist. He argued that because humans 
are rational beings, they are capable of behaving in an orderly manner themselves without any 
government intervention. During the 19th Century this concept led to the formation of many 
anarchist groups throughout Europe and many poets and writers advocated Anarchism as a mode 
of life. By the early 20th century the Anarchist movement became particularly strong in Russia 
and was given a voice through such periodicals as The Stormy Petrel. Maxim Gorky, Russian 
novelist and short story writer in his poem Song of the Stormy Petrel, alluded to this periodical. 
Its publication in 1901 led to the author’s arrest because the phrase symbolized a direct reference 
to the Russian Anarchist periodical by that name; the Stormy Petrel was also the name of  a bird 
that flew before an approaching storm. The wave of Anarchism swept so strongly that in the 
same year an Anarchist assassinated U.S. president William McKinley. Anarchism also became 
prevalent in the U.S. immigrant communities and came to assume frightening dimensions under 
the leadership of Emma Goldman,  (1869-1940) a Russian-born activist whose vituperative 
public lectures was the cause of her political persecution in 1919. Eugene O Neill’s The Iceman 
Cometh and William Golding’s Lord of the Flies are novels, which precisely question the 
anarchist credo. In The Iceman Cometh, an Anarchist betrays his own mother and in Lord of the 
Flies (as explained in the earlier pages of this study) Golding shows a group of schoolboys who 
turn savage when stranded on an island without adults. 

The question of freewill versus organized or legitimate state control is thus the basis of many 
fictional writings and such works overtly try to resolve the conflict between these two very 
potent forces in human history. Theory and the literary text are allied disciplines which have 
interestingly highlighted the intricacies of totalitarian regimes and its repercussions in the past, in 
contemporary times and in the near future. This point is wonderfully explained by Brooks 
Landon, a biographer who while commenting on the novelist Louis Berger’s use of irony and 
parody in his novels, explains the interconnection between theory and text, “ Again and again 
Berger’s novels find new ways to suggest that the structures and institutions that order and give 
meaning to existence are much less important than the ways we talk about them, and that the 
ways we talk about those organizing beliefs have inevitably been designed by someone to 
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influence the perception and judgment of someone else.” xxxvIn Antony Burgess’s classic novel A 
Clockwork Orange, the right of a person to choose between good and evil is presented through a 
story that depicts a society where youths have become extremely violent and rival gangs roam 
the streets each night. Alex, a fifteen year old leader of such a gang undergoes transformation in 
the end. The redeeming aspect of the novel is that in spite of all the violence and corruption the 
plot endangers, human beings change, and unless one can show the possibility of a moral 
transformation, or an increase in wisdom operating in the philosophic paradigm of the novel, it 
becomes virtually pessimistic and hopeless. In an Introduction to the American version of A 
Clockwork Orange in a 1986 reprinting, Burgess discusses the social philosophy behind the plot 
saying:  

                      “A human being is endowed with free will. He can use this to choose between good 
and evil. If he can only perform good or only perform evil, then he is a clockwork orange—
meaning that he has the appearance of an organism lovely with colour and juice but in fact only a 
clock work toy to be wound up by God or the Devil or (since this is increasingly replacing 
both)the Almighty state. It is as inhuman to be totally good as it is to be totally evil. The 
important thing is moral choice.” xxxvi Perhaps the truth of this statement rings in the face of our 
present society ridden with government and anti-government groups. Both categories of 
institutions are often held in contempt and in a negative light because they act as entities that 
seem to eliminate free choice, and a middle path between them, where human beings can come 
to their own again, is still to be established.                          (words: 6, 678) 

                                                            
Notes and References 

i Fabian Society was a  socialist society founded in 1883–84 in London, having as its goal the establishment of a 
democratic socialist state in Great Britain. The Fabians put their faith in evolutionary socialism rather than in 
revolution. Its early members included George Bernard Shaw, Sidney Webb, Annie Besant, Edward Pease, and 
Graham Wallas. Shaw and Webb, later joined by Webb’s wife, Beatrice, were the outstanding leaders of the society 
for many years. In 1889 the society published its best-known tract, Fabian Essays in Socialism, edited by Shaw. 

ii Edward Bellamy (March 26, 1850 – May 22, 1898) was an American author and socialist, most famous for his 
utopian novel, Looking Backward, a Rip Van Winkle-like tale set in the distant future in the year 2000. Bellamy's 
vision of a harmonious future world inspired the formation of over 160 "Nationalist Clubs" dedicated to the 
propagation of Bellamy's political ideas which would work to make such theory a practical reality. 
 
iii John Griffith or "Jack" London was born in January 12, 1876 and was an American author, journalist, and social 
activist. He was a pioneer in the then-burgeoning world of commercial magazine fiction and was one of the first 
fiction writers to obtain worldwide celebrity status and a large fortune from his fiction alone. He is best remembered 
as the author of The Call of the Wild and White Fang, both set in the Klondike Gold Rush, as well as the short 
stories "To Build a Fire", "An Odyssey of the North", and "Love of Life". 
 
iv Upton Beall Sinclair, Jr. (September 20, 1878 – November 25, 1968) was an American author and one-time 
candidate for governor of California who wrote about one hundred books in many genres. He achieved popularity in 
the first half of the twentieth century, acquiring particular fame for his classic muckraking novel, The Jungle (1906). 
It exposed conditions in the U.S. meat packing industry, causing a public uproar that contributed in part to the 
passage a few months later of the 1906 Pure Food and Drug Act and the Meat Inspection Act. 
 
v Isabel Allende (born 2 August 1942) is a Chilean writer. Allende, whose works sometimes contain aspects of the 
"magic realist" tradition, is famous for novels such as The House of the Spirits (1982) and City of the Beasts (2002), 
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which have been commercially successful. Allende has been called "the world's most widely read Spanish-language 
author. 
 
vi Carlos Fuentes (November 11, 1928 – May 15, 2012) was a Mexican novelist and essayist. Among his works are 
The Death of Artemio Cruz (1962), Aura (1962), The Old Gringo (1985) and Christopher Unborn (1987). In his 
obituary, the New York Times described him as "one of the most admired writers in the Spanish-speaking world" and 
an important influence on the Latin American Boom, the "explosion of Latin American literature in the 1960s and 
'70s", while The Guardian called him "Mexico's most celebrated novelist.” 
 
vii Henry Graham Greene (2 October 1904 – 3 April 1991) was an English writer, playwright and literary critic. His 
works explore the ambivalent moral and political issues of the modern world. Greene was noted for his ability to 
combine serious literary acclaim with widespread popularity. 

viii Milan Kundera ( Born 1 April 1929) is the Czech Republic's most recognized living writer. Of Czech origin, he 
has lived in exile in France since 1975, having become a naturalized citizen in 1981.Kundera's best-known work is 
The Unbearable Lightness of Being. His books were banned by the Communist regimes of Czechoslovakia until the 
downfall of the regime in the Velvet Revolution of 1989. 

ix Doris May Lessing (née Tayler; born 22 October 1919) is a British novelist, poet, playwright, librettist, biographer 
and short story writer. Her novels include The Grass Is Singing (1950), the sequence of five novels collectively 
called Children of Violence (1952–69), The Golden Notebook (1962), The Good Terrorist (1985), and five novels 
collectively known as Canopus in Argos: Archives (1979–1983). 
 
x Jean-Paul Satre ( 21 June 1905 – 15 April 1980) was a French existentialist philosopher, playwright, novelist, 
screenwriter, political activist, biographer, and literary critic. He was one of the key figures in the philosophy of 
existentialism, and one of the leading figures in 20th-century French philosophy and Marxism. 
 
xi Sibilla Aleramo (14 August 1876 – 13 January 1960) was an Italian author and feminist best known for her 
autobiographical depictions of life as a woman in late 19th century Italy. 
 
xii William Lederer’s best selling work, The Ugly American, (1958) was one of several novels co-written with 
Eugene Burdick. Disillusioned with the style and substance of America's diplomatic efforts in Southeast Asia, 
Lederer and Burdick openly sought to demonstrate their belief that American officials and civilians could make a 
substantial difference in Southeast Asian politics if they were willing to learn local languages, follow local customs 
and employ regional military tactics. However, if American policy makers continued to ignore the logic behind 
these lessons, Southeast Asia would fall under Soviet or Chinese Communist influence. 
 
xiii Ralph Waldo Ellison was an American novelist, literary critic, scholar and writer. He was born in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. Ellison is best known for his novel The Invisible Man, which won the National Book Award in 1953. 
 
xiv Richard Nathaniel Wright (September 4, 1908 – November 28, 1960) was an African-American author of 
sometimes controversial novels, short stories, poems, and non-fiction. Much of his literature concerns racial themes, 
especially those involving the plight of African Americans during the late 19th to mid-20th centuries. His work 
helped the change of race relations in the United States in the mid-20th century. 
 
xv Honoré de Balzac (20 May 1799 – 18 August 1850) was a French novelist and playwright. His magnum opus was 
a sequence of short stories and novels collectively entitled La Comédie humaine, which presents a panorama of 
French life in the years after the 1815 fall of Napoleon Bonaparte. 
 
xvi Victor Marie Hugo (26 February 1802 – 22 May 1885) was a French poet, novelist, and dramatist of the 
Romantic Movement. He is considered one of the greatest and best known French writers. In France, Hugo's literary 
fame comes first from his poetry but also rests upon his novels and his dramatic achievements. 
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xvii Henry James (15 April 1843 – 28 February 1916) was an American-born writer, regarded as one of the key 
figures of 19th-century literary realism. He was the son of Henry James, Sr. and the brother of philosopher and 
psychologist William James and diarist Alice James. 
 
xviii Arthur George Morrison (1 November 1863, Poplar, London – 4 December 1945, Chalfont St Peter, 
Buckinghamshire) was an English writer and journalist known for his realistic novels and stories about working-
class life in London's East End, and for his detective stories, featuring the detective Martin Hewitt. 

xix The Age of Innocence (1920) won the 1921 Pulitzer Prize for literature, making Wharton the first woman to win 
the award. Wharton was friend and confidante to many gifted intellectuals of her time: Henry James, Sinclair Lewis, 
Jean Cocteau and André Gide were all guests of hers at one time or another. Theodore Roosevelt, Bernard Berenson, 
and Kenneth Clark were valued friends as well. But her meeting with F. Scott Fitzgerald is described by the editors 
of her letters as "one of the better known failed encounters in the American literary annals." She spoke fluent French 
(as well as several other languages), and many of her books were published in both French and English. 

xx Émile François Zola (2 April 1840 – 29 September 1902) was a French writer, the most important exemplar of the 
literary school of naturalism and an important contributor to the development of theatrical naturalism. 

xxi John Ernst Steinbeck, Jr. (February 27, 1902 – December 20, 1968) was an American writer. He is widely known 
for the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel The Grapes of Wrath (1939) and East of Eden (1952) and the novella Of Mice 
and Men (1937). As the author of twenty-seven books, including sixteen novels, six non-fiction books, and five 
collections of short stories, Steinbeck received the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1962. 
 
xxii Nuruddin Farah (born November 24, 1945) is a prominent Somali novelist. He was awarded the 1998 Neustadt 
International Prize for Literature. 
 
xxiii Ciro Alegría Bazán (November 4, 1909 – February 17, 1967) was a Peruvian journalist, politician, and novelist. 
 
xxiv Walter Van Tilburg Clark (August 3, 1909 — November 10, 1971) was an American novelist, short story writer, 
and educator. He ranks as one of Nevada's most distinguished literary figures of the 20th century and is known 
primarily for his novels, his one volume of stories, as well as his uncollected short stories. As a writer, he taught 
himself to use the familiar materials of the western saga to explore the human psyche and to raise deep philosophical 
issues. 
 
xxv Pramoedya Ananta Toer (6 February 1925 – 30 April 2006) was an Indonesian author of novels, short stories, 
essays, polemic histories of his homeland and its people. His works span the colonial period, Indonesia's struggle for 
independence, and its occupation by Japan during the Second World War, as well as the post-colonial authoritarian 
regimes of Sukarno and Suharto, and are infused with personal and national history. The Dutch Government 
imprisoned him from 1947 to 1949. 
 
xxvi Theodore Herman Albert Dreiser (August 27, 1871 – December 28, 1945) was an American novelist and 
journalist of the naturalist school. His novels often featured main characters that succeeded at their objectives 
despite a lack of a firm moral code, and literary situations that more closely resemble studies of nature than tales of 
choice and agency. Dreiser's best known novels include Sister Carrie (1900) and An American Tragedy (1925). 
 
xxvii Maria Edgeworth (1 January 1768 – 22 May 1849) was a prolific Irish writer of adults' and children's literature. 
She was one of the first realist writers in children's literature and was a significant figure in the evolution of the 
novel in Europe. She held advanced views, for a woman of her time, on estate management, politics and education, 
and corresponded with some of the leading literary and economic writers, including Sir Walter Scott and David 
Ricardo. 
 
xxviii Ivan Sergeyevich Turgenev (October 28, 1818 – September 3, 1883) was a Russian novelist, short story writer, 
and playwright. His first major publication, a short story collection entitled A Sportsman's Sketches (1852), was a 
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milestone of Russian Realism, and his novel Fathers and Sons (1862) is regarded as one of the major works of 19th-
century fiction. 
 
xxix Netzley, patricia D. (ed.). Social Protest literature. An Encyclopedia of Works, Characters, Authors and Themes. 
U.S.A.: ABC-CLIO, 1999. P 154. 
 
xxx Ibid., p 32. 
 
xxxi Tillie Lerner Olsen (January 14, 1912 – January 1, 2007) was an American writer associated with the political 
turmoil of the 1930s and the first generation of American feminists. 
 
xxxii Hesse, Herman. Steppenwolf. New York: Modern Library, 1963. P 86. 
 
xxxiii Joseph Raymond "Joe" McCarthy (November 14, 1908 – May 2, 1957) was an American politician who served 
as a Republican U.S. Senator from the state of Wisconsin from 1947 until his death in 1957. Beginning in 1950, 
McCarthy became the most visible public face of a period in which Cold War tensions fueled fears of widespread 
Communist subversion. He was noted for making claims that there were large numbers of Communists and Soviet 
spies and sympathizers inside the United States federal government and elsewhere. 
 
xxxiv Emma Goldman (June1869 – May 14, 1940) was an anarchist known for her political activism, writing, and 
speeches. She played a pivotal role in the development of anarchist political philosophy in North America and 
Europe in the first half of the twentieth century. 
 
xxxv Landon, Brooks. (ed.). Thomas Berger. Boston: Twayne Publications, 1989. P 118. 
 
xxxvi Burgess, Anthony. (ed.). A Clockwork Orange. New York: Norton Books, 1986. P IX. 
 
 
Works Cited: 

 
 

1. Bloom, Harold. (ed.). Modern Critical Views: Albert Camus. New York: Chelsea House, 
1989. 
 

2. Booker, Keith M. (ed.). Encyclopedia of Literature and Politics. Vol II: H-R. 
U.S.A.:Greenwood Press, 2005. 

 
3. Bradbury, Ray. Fahrenheit 451. New York: Ballantine Books, 1996. 

 
4. Burgess, Anthony. (ed.). A Clockwork Orange. New York: Norton Books, 1986. 

 
5. Edgeworth, Maria. (ed.). Castle Rackrent and Ennui. New York: Penguin Books, 1992. 

 
6. Elliott, Emory. (ed.).Columbia Literary History of the United States. New York: Columbia 

University press, 1988. 
 

7. Golding, William. Lord of the Flies. New York: Perigee Books, 1954. 
 

8. Hellman, Lillian. (ed.). Six Plays by Lillian Hellman. New York: Vintage Books, 1979. 
  

9.  Hesse, Herman. Steppenwolf. New York: Modern Library, 1963. 
10. Kesey, Ken. (ed.). One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest. New York: Viking Press, 1964. 

www.the-criterion.com
The Criterion 

An International Journal in English ISSN 0976-8165

Vol. IV. Issue III 
June 2013

11 Editor-In-Chief 
Dr. Vishwanath Bite

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literary_realism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fathers_and_Sons_%28novel%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politics_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republican_Party_%28United_States%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisconsin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communist_party
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subversion_%28politics%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anarchism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anarchist_political_philosophy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe


                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

11. Lessing, Doris. Children of Violence. Vols. 1 and 2. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1964. 
 

12. Netzley, patricia D. (ed.). Social Protest literature. An Encyclopedia of Works, Characters, 
Authors and Themes. U.S.A.: ABC-CLIO, 1999 

 
13. Orwell, George. Animal Farm. New York: Signet Books, 1996. 

www.the-criterion.com
The Criterion 

An International Journal in English ISSN 0976-8165

Vol. IV. Issue III 
June 2013

12 Editor-In-Chief 
Dr. Vishwanath Bite




