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If at all 
 

Mushtaque Barq 
 
 
If at all you remember: 
the night of  no moon 
when behind the curtain, the stars 
exposed the ail in the campus of ribs 
that  deliberately bruised night 
after tethering the dreams once for all. 
 
If at all you remember: 
how those folds of heart in the graveyard 
into ashes in a jiffy we turned 
that we had decked up with pearls 
fallen from the two forlorn streams 
and margined with dry lips. 
 
If at all you remember: 
the ripple we created nay by pebbles 
but by shedding the salt  
to write on the liquid heart of city 
an invisible tale of woes 
that died for want of takers. 
 
If at all you remember: 
how on that fatal night 
dogs barked endlessly at the graveyard 
where we had buried metreless verses 
like an aborted mass calmly  
and rushed back to huts. 
 
If at all you remember: 
for many years after the bridge collapsed 
how the paperboats of sighs struggled 
to cart the wishful cries  
from Jhelum to Ganges, 
and the two waters in the ocean 
of tears vanished and finished. 
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His poetic collection is available on Poetry Soup and Poem Hunter.Com. He teaches English 
Literature and is associated with various literary clubs and forums.  The author was awarded 
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